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Immigrants in Minnesota: A Demonstration Project

Teacher Guide

Why Local History?

You know that history is more than facts and figures. But teaching students to understand the importance of events and appreciate the phenomenal stories behind the facts and figures can be a big challenge. Connecting a student’s own backyard to the study of history can have a tremendous impact on student learning and make topics meaningful for students at a personal level. In the past the major obstacle to successfully using resources that relate to “one’s backyard” has been access. Historical primary sources in libraries, archives or local historical societies aren’t typically circulated, and these organizations can lack the staffing or space to share physical resources with a class of visiting students. 

The Minnesota Digital Library

The Minnesota Digital Library (MDL) removes these barriers for teachers and students by making digital copies of history resources related to Minnesota available online, 24/7. More than 60 participating historical societies, special archives, and libraries around Minnesota contribute to the digital collection, creating an expanding resource for teaching and learning Minnesota history. Teachers and students can access primary sources from Minnesota history organizations no matter when they are staffed or where they are located. Furthermore, because images are from around the state, there is the powerful capability to compare the histories of several areas. For example, comparing church and school architecture from different parts of the state reveal differences in immigrant groups as well as differences in state geography as evidenced in different building materials and landscape. Resources that used to be separated by buildings and geography can now be viewed at one online location. 

Each image in the MDL has detailed metadata - information about information that includes when the image might have been taken, where the image was created, and what organization contributed the image. This information affords students and teachers opportunities to follow up with contributing organizations for more information.

Immigrants in Minnesota: A Demonstration Project
There are a myriad of ways to use the Minnesota Digital Library with your students. Immigrants in Minnesota: A Demonstration Project uses the topic of immigration in 19th century Minnesota to outline a process for students to analyze primary resources and construct hypotheses. The demonstration project is available both as interactive lessons available on the Web, allowing students to use the resource independently or with instruction, and as a PowerPoint presentation, allowing teachers to download the resource and customize it to suit individual classroom needs.

This teacher guide includes tips for searching MDL, some suggestions for using Immigrants in Minnesota: A Demonstration Project with your students, and a citation guide for students using images found in MDL. We hope these resources will enrich your teaching and your students understanding of the history of Minnesota.

How to Search the Minnesota Digital Library

Organizations that contribute images to the MDL also provide standardized fields of information. Many words in these fields in the MDL are available as keywords. The MDL has set standards for using similar words to describe similar images, relying on lists of terms long used in the library community. Click on highlighted or “linked” words in an image’s description to search for others containing that word.

While one can use keywords in an image’s description to find similar images, you’re much more likely to find a larger number of images to start with if you use the wildcard character: *.  The character “*” tells the system to use any variation of the word so long as it includes all the characters that precede the wildcard character.  For instance, if you wanted to search for images on the topic of immigration, you could try “immigra*”. The system would return images that have the keywords immigrant, immigrants, and immigration.  In fact, a fun game for students is to have them play around with the words to see what combination of the root word (immigrant) plus the wildcard character returns the largest and most relevant collection of images.

Another approach to searching is called “pearl growing.”

The strategy:

1. Begin with a known relevant image (the pearl).

2. Review the information assigned to the image. 

3. Use any new keywords from the information associated with the pearl to perform a new search.

4. Review the information assigned to the new records.

5. Conduct a new search using any additional relevant keywords found in the new records.

6. Repeat the process (steps 3-5) with additional relevant records until enough relevant material has been retrieved.

Pearl Growing often involves several repetitions of this basic strategy. The number of repetitions depends on the success of previous repetitions and the amount of material needed.

For example, searching the MDL using the keyword "immigra*" revealed six images. In a database of more than 9,000 images taken prior to 1910, there should be more.  The description for the curious image of the Benedictine monastery in the previous “immi*” search included Germany as one of the keywords. A search for “German” returned either German Catholic churches or Catholic schools, images that were more relevant to immigration.

Suggestions for Using Immigrants in Minnesota: A Demonstration Project

Activity One: Using Immigrants in Minnesota: A Demonstration Project
Each section of Immigrants in Minnesota: A Demonstration Project, outlined below, offers opportunities to view in-depth information and examples of skills historians use when they conduct research. These sections are available both in the online version and the PowerPoint presentation. Use each section to introduce a skill, and then have students practice what they’ve learned with other Minnesota Digital Library resources; or use the sections all together to guide students through a historian’s method for working with primary sources to develop a hypothesis.

Search – Introduce your students to search strategies on page 2 of this teacher guide, and show examples from the Search MDL section of Immigrants in Minnesota: A Demonstration Project.

Evaluate for Factual Accuracy – Use this section of Immigrants in Minnesota: A Demonstration Project to guide students through the steps necessary to check the factual accuracy of their primary sources.

Analyze Primary Sources – Use this section to demonstrate applying the time and place rule and other metrics that help to analyze primary sources.

Form a Hypothesis – This section demonstrates how searching for primary sources, evaluating and analyzing them leads to developing hypotheses.

Consider Different Points of View – Understanding history means being able to consider the different points of view of those who were living in it. This section explores different points of view on immigration in Minnesota in the 19th century.

Test Hypothesis with Outside Sources – Once a hypothesis is developed, it’s important to test the hypothesis by consulting other sources, both primary and secondary. Immigrants in Minnesota: A Demonstration Project suggests several outside sources that would be useful for students studying Minnesota history and immigration.

Activity Two: The Value of an Image

Essays found on the MDL’s Minnesota Reflections front page expose students to how professionally trained and experienced historians approach primary source images. In “Some Reflections on Photography,” (http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm4/reflections.php) Bonnie Wilson (former Minnesota Historical Society photographic archivist) explains what historical photographs show, and what they don’t show. In “Up Close and Personal,” (http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm4/upclose.php) Wilson explains how she analyzes images in Minnesota Reflections. Both essays make excellent reading for older students preparing to use the MDL and/or analyze photographs as primary sources.

Discussion Questions for “Some Reflections on Photography”

Why does Bonnie Wilson say that photographs do an excellent job of showing change over time?

What does Bonnie Wilson say photographs do not show?

Who does Bonnie Wilson say is the most significant element of photographs, but the least often seen?

Describe the two different photography techniques available before 1909. How are these differences visible in photographs?

Discussion Questions for “Up Close and Personal”

Why does Bonnie Wilson advise against looking at the caption of a photo first?

Where does Bonnie Wilson say most photographers place the subject of their photos?

Where does Bonnie Wilson find more information about Oscar Youngdahl, the boy in the picture?

Activity Three: History of a Region and the State

This activity is designed to use the collection to give students a quick but in-depth exposure to the history and geography of a particular region as well as the state of Minnesota.  It utilizes the ability to browse the collection by Minnesota region and the “Jigsaw” study method. 

Step 1: Divide your class into eight small groups and explain that each group will be responsible for learning as much as they can about one Minnesota region’s history.  

Step 2: Assign each group to a region and direct them to brainstorm what they know about the region’s history. What do they think the region’s population, industry, etc. was?  What was life like before 1900?  How did the region contribute to the state and nation’s history?

Step 3: Direct students to select their region from MDL’s “Browse by Region” page: http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm4/region.php.  Require each group to select at least five photographs to analyze, using the technique described in Immigrants in Minnesota: A Demonstration Project.  Students may need to print out the pictures they’ve selected.

Step 4: Using the method outlined in Immigrants in Minnesota: A Demonstration Project, the group works together to develop and test a hypothesis about their assigned region’s history.

Step 5: Once every group has developed and tested its hypothesis, rearrange students into new groups so that every group has a member representing each region. Members of the new groups are responsible for explaining the hypothesis they developed and comparing their assigned region’s history to the history of other regions.

Activity Four: Minnesota Topics
This activity will give students an overview of the state’s history through topics predefined by MDL as well as practice analyzing images and developing hypotheses.

Step 1: Explain to students that they’ll be using MDL to learn about a topic of Minnesota History.

Step 2: Direct students to the “Browse by Topic” page: http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm4/topic.php. Allow them to study the topic that holds the most interest for them, but require each student to select and analyze five images that they think tell a story.

Step 3:  Once students have analyzed the images using the method outlined in Immigrants in Minnesota: A Demonstration Project, direct the students to develop a hypothesis, consider other points of view, and test it with outside resources.

Step 4:  As an assessment, ask each student to develop a display that properly cites each image using the citation guide on page five, describes the hypothesis, and what the student did to test the hypothesis.

Citing Images in the Minnesota Digital Library

Properly citing images used from the Minnesota Digital Library not only gives the institution that contributed the image the credit it’s due, but also lends credibility to your work.  The Columbia Guide to Online Style suggests a format for properly citing online resources.  Here it is adapted for images from the MDL:

(1) Creator, City, State/Country. 

(2) “Title of Image in Quotes with a Period Inside Closing Quotation Mark.”

(3) Name of Contributing Institution  (4) Local Identifier, (5) Date of Photo. 
(6) Minnesota Digital Library. (7) (Date Accessed).

[image: image1.jpg]Mother Antonia Herman, 0SB, second prioress of St. Benedict's Convent (1868-1877), St. Joseph, MN.
@

= e w3 e
B OlmETT
e e Lt O O
S el s
e e i e
T e e e e
i e o & o it i
R B M el oo e,
e e

oteotomos (5)1007
Gonern gt g
o i et
Lot suect

Womesos Gty Towneip - o
Rty
oty frerey

Conring nstston (3) o bredcts ey, 04 Crap 5 s, W 56374 220
(S S e R, s )



Here’s one example:

(1) J. Hill Photographer, St. Cloud, MN.

(2) “Mother Antonia Herman, OSB, second prioress of St. Benedict's Convent (1868-1877), St. Joseph, MN.”

(3) Saint Benedict’s Monastery  (4) SBM.02d, (5) 1870?. 

(6) Minnesota Digital Library. (7)  (05/18/06)

If the photographer or creator isn’t listed, use this format:

(1) Photographer Not Listed.

(2) “German Catholic, German Lutheran, and Presbyterian churches in St. Peter.”

(3) Nicollet County Historical Society 
(4) E7540, (5) 1907-1909.

(6) Minnesota Reflections, Minnesota Digital Library. (7) (5/18/06)
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